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CONFIDENTIAL CAIRO 2505 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOREGLY 

SUBJECT: MERGER BREAKDOWN REPORTEDLY POSSIBLE 
REF: CAIRO 2419 

1. NORMALLY WELL-INFORMED EGYPTIAN JOURNALISTIC SOURCE 
HAS TOLD US THAT 50/50 CHANCE EXISTS THAT NOTHING WILL 
OCCUR SEPTEMBER 1. HATEM CAME BACK FROM TRIPOLI MISSION 

A WEEK AGO WITH VIRTUALLY NOTHING IN HAND AFTER HIS MEETINGS 
WITH QADHAAFI. THERE WAS CONSIDERABLE DISAGREEMENT ON UNITY 
STEPS BOTH BEFORE AND AFTER DATE ON WHICH MERGER IS 
SCHEDULED TO BE ANNOUNCED. SOURCE CONFIRMED POINTS 
MADE PARA 2 REFTEL, FROM SEPARATE INFORMANT. 

2. AS GIVEN BY JOURNALISTIC SOURCE, LATEST DEVELOPMENT 
IS UNPUBLICIZED DEPARTURE OF MARWAN FOR TRIPOLI AUGUST 
17 FOR TALKS WITH QADHAAFI. MARWAN, SOURCE ADDED, 

MAY STILL BE ATTEMPTING TO ARRANGE FOR FINAL SADAT/ 

QADHAAFI MEETING BEFORE SEPTEMBER 1. 
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